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versy which left to them the appearance of having
forfeited office while defending the prerogative of the
Sovereign against Whigs, Radicals, and Revolu-
tionists. Whatever the deciding reason their course
was promptly taken. Next morning they tendered
their resignation to the King, and the resignation was
promptly accepted. Later that same day the House
of Commons was informed that the Duke of
Wellington's Administration had ceased to exist,
and the conviction was borne in upon every mind,
that Lord Grey, with his Reform scheme, must
become the head of the .next Government. The
anticipation was, of course, fulfilled ; Lord Grey was
at once sent for by the King and invited to form an
administration.

The main interest as to the members of the new
administration attached to Henry Brougham and to
Lord John Russell, the Earl Russell of a later day.
Brougham was to be Lord Chancellor, and the
news of his appointment created a wild display of
anger among his opponents. Brougham had made
many enemies; in his outbursts of overwhelming
and reckless eloquence he had spared no opposing
force, man or institution, that came in his way. In
the House of Commons he had sometimes denounced
his antagonists with epithets such as no Speaker
would now allow to be uttered in that assembly.
The position of Lord Chancellor is one of the very
gravest and the most dignified that a British subject
can be called upon to occupy. It is not, indeed, a
position of great political influence, for the Lord
Chancellor is not expected to take frequent part in